“DON’T DISS THE FOOD”
Some food items are more important than others. Fruits from the shivat ha-minim are more important than those fruits not from the shivat ha-minim. Foods that have a more specific bracha rank higher than those with a less-specific bracha (mezonot comes before ha-etz; ha-etz comes before shehakol, etc.).

You can only use one bracha to “cover” other foods if the other foods are “less important” than the original food. If the other foods are more important than the original, you cannot use the original bracha and a new bracha must be recited.

Case:

Johnny recites “ha-etz” and eats an apple. He then wants to eat a cluster of grapes. 

(a) Which is more “important” – the apple or the grapes?

(b) Can Johnny use the original bracha on the apple to “cover” the bracha on the grapes?
